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ΨBuilding a strong, healthy, 
vibrant church, and reaching 
ƻǳǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΦΩ 

As we look forward as a church we 
have seen the need to move up a 
level in our relationship to God our 
Heavenly Father, in our relationship 
with Jesus the reason we believe and 
in the Holy Spirit who gives us power 
to glorify Jesus. 

Our church year begins in September 
and so I want to 
outline to you the 
vision for the 12 
months up to the end 
of August 2012. As you 
read on you will find 
forward thinking 
articles from Steve and 
Kathe, Linda, Charm, 
and Chris Jackson. 

My long term vision for 
the church is that we will work from 
church premises that are available all 
week. Church premises that will offer 
a place for the church and the 
community to meet. Over a cup of 
coffee, to chat, encourage, support, 
and to build bridges and not walls. I 

 

Jeevan Asha India 

WŜŜǾŀƴ !ǎƘŀ ƳŜŀƴǎ Ψ[ƛŦŜ ƻŦ IƻǇŜΩ ŀƴŘ 
that is what the Day Care Centre in 
Mumbai and Orissa India, achieve 
each weekday.  Covenant Blessings 
Church (leaders are Basil & Cathy 
D'Souza) established Jeevan Asha in 
2000 and its teachers & 
volunteers have been 
giving care and education 
to underprivileged 
children enabling them 
to escape the poverty 
trap. 

Many of the children 
follow on to full time 

education in one of the state 
schools and achieve good 
exam results which enable 
them to secure a worthwhile 
job. The children learn 
literacy skills, are taught 
arithmetic and enjoy drawing, painting 
and crafts.  Each day they have a 
nutritious cooked meal and received 

multi- vitamin tonics to boost 
their diet. See the photographs 
of them with one of their 
teachers and lining up to 
receive their vitamins.  

Since about 2004 CCC have 
been sponsoring two children 
each year in the Mumbai Day 
Centre and currently the 

ch i ldren we are 
supporting are Yogita 
Khilare and Vidya Patole, 
we met them when Peter 
& I visited the centre on 
our trip to Mumbai in 

November 2010.  Just recently CCC 
have pledged £1500 per annum to the 
work of Jeevan Asha.  It was an 
amazing experience to see the centre 
when we were in Mumbai, talk to the 
teachers, and see the children who are 
so happy and willing to learn as you 
can see from the photographs. Please 
pray for Jeevan Asha that the children 
and their families know the love of 
God touching their lives through their 
involvement with the Day Care Centre. 

Linda Balls 
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see the time when the church will be 
the focal point for the community. 
The first stop in times of worry and 
fear. A place where people in time of 
need can come and find help. The 
church giving a voice to the 
disadvantaged. There is a lot more, 
ōǳǘ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ǎŎŀǊŜ ȅƻǳΦ 

To begin with I want us to live out our 
vision statement. 

Ψ.ǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ŀ ǎǘǊƻƴƎΣ ƘŜŀƭǘƘȅΣ ǾƛōǊŀƴǘ 
church, and reaching out to the 

ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΦΩ 

So what does 
that mean? 

The first part of 
the statement is 
all about 
discipleship. We 
need to grow 
together and 
prepare 
ourselves for 

the work that God has for us. 

 ΨCƻǊ ƛǘ ƛǎ ōȅ ƎǊŀŎŜ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ 
saved, through faithτand this is not 
from yourselves, it is the gift of Godτ
not by works, so that no one can 
boast. CƻǊ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ DƻŘΩǎ ƘŀƴŘƛǿƻǊƪΣ 
created in Christ Jesus to do good 

works, which God prepared in 
advance for us to do. 

Consequently, you are no longer 
foreigners and strangers, but fellow 
ŎƛǘƛȊŜƴǎ ǿƛǘƘ DƻŘΩǎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŀƴŘ ŀƭǎƻ 
members of his household, built on 
the foundation of the apostles and 
prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as 
the chief cornerstone. In him the 
whole building is joined together and 
rises to become a holy temple in the 
Lord.  And in him you too are being 
built together to become a dwelling in 
ǿƘƛŎƘ DƻŘ ƭƛǾŜǎ ōȅ Ƙƛǎ {ǇƛǊƛǘΦΩ 
Ephesians 2:8-9 and 19-22 

We know that everyone wants to 
know and feel their worth. Everyone 
needs and responds to 
encouragement. We know that many 
people will become more involved 
once they receive permission and 
given the tools to do the work. 

{ƻ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǎǘŜǇΦ Ψ.ǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ŀΦΦΦΦΦΦ 

{ǘǊƻƴƎΩ We want to be strong men 
and women. This is all about being 

strong in faith standing firm and not 
blown about when life rears up  
and kicks us. The Bible tells us that 
ǿŜ ΨŀǊŜ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ ŎƻƴǉǳŜǊƻǊǎΩ ǘƘŜ   

Continued on page 2 
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feelings you have about this 
important up-front ministry. 
CCC is so blessed with having 
talented musicians, worship leaders, 
and singers, but saying that, we are 
also ready to learn more, to grow 
more, and to feel the Lord's presence 
even more than we do now.  Worship 
is from the heart, and not from 
musical/vocal talent.   

There is always so much more to 
learn and achieve, but, at the same 
time totally enjoying what we do. 

Linda Pearce 

Continued from page 1 

ŀǊƳƻǳǊ ƛƴ 9ǇƘŜǎƛŀƴǎ ǘŜƭƭǎ ǳǎ ΨŀŦǘŜǊ 
ŜǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǎǘŀƴŘΩΦ ¢ƘŜ ōƻƻƪ ƻŦ 
WƻƘƴ ǘŜƭƭǎ ǳǎ ǘƘŀǘ Ψƛƴ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǘƛƳŜǎ ǿŜ 
ǿƛƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ǘǊƻǳōƭŜǎΩΦ 

Healthy ς This is about our lifestyle. 
This is about a balanced diet of time 
ƛƴ DƻŘΩǎ ǿƻǊŘ ŀƴŘ ƛƴ ǇǊŀȅŜǊΦ LŦ ǿŜ 
want to be healthy we have to put 
good stuff in. Not feeding ourselves 
on the junk food of the world. 

Vibrant ς If we are vibrant we have 
life. Who wants to attend a dead 
church with a dead outlook on life? 
²Ŝ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ǇǊŜŀŎƘ ΨƭƛŦŜ ƛƴ ŀƭƭ ƛǘǎ 
ŦǳƭƭƴŜǎǎΩΦ WŜǎǳǎ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƘŀǘ IŜ ŎŀƳŜ ǘƻ 
give us life. The world wants to meet 
people who have life and hope, 
because so many live without it. We 
ŀǊŜ ΨǘƘŜ ƭƛƎƘǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΩΦ 

As part of our desire to encourage all 
to reach their potential in God we 
have developed a Personal 
Development Plan for all members of 
the church. This is based around an 
hour long informal chat for each 
person. We pray and talk through 
highs and lows, strengths and 
weaknesses and then follow this with 
a personalised letter of 
encouragement and challenge. After 
six months we will meet again for a 
far shorter, progress assessment.  

¢ƘŜ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ t5tΩǎ ƛǎ ǘƻ 
confirm our commitment to seeing 
everyone reach fulfilment in their 
Christian life. 

ΨǊŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ ƻǳǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΩ 

The second thrust of the year is about 

reaching out. When we feel stronger 
in our faith we need to direct that 
towards the lost. 

How are we going to do that? 

One way is through friendship. 
Bringing our church friends and our 
non church friends together. It is 
statistically shown that 56% of church 
growth is through friendship 
evangelism. I want to ask all 
community groups to build bridges 
with those outside the church. 
Perhaps once a month invite your 
friends to join you for socialising with 
your other friends. Not to preach at 
them or make them feel 
uncomfortable, but just to enjoy each 
ƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ ŎƻƳǇŀƴȅΦ  ¢ƘŜ ǘƛƳŜ ǿƛƭƭ ŎƻƳŜ 
when you can invite them to a 
Ψ/ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴƛǘȅ 9ȄǇƭƻǊŜŘΩ ƻǊ ŀ ΨaŀǊǊƛŀƎŜ 
/ƻǳǊǎŜΩΦ 5ƻƴΩǘ ǊǳǎƘΣ ōǳǘ ǎǘŀǊǘ ǘƘŜ 
process. 

Encourage your friends into church by 
speaking positively 
about CCC. Chat 
about the topics and 
the events, about the 
worship and the good 
relationships that we 
enjoy. 

A book well worth 
ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎ ƛǎ ΨWǳǎǘ ²ŀƭƪ 
!ŎǊƻǎǎ ¢ƘŜ wƻƻƳΩ ōȅ .ƛƭƭ IȅōŜƭǎΦ .ƛƭƭ 
encourages us to look around for 
people who stand alone, the ones 
who look like they could do with a 
friend. I imagine you know a few folk 
like that. Make the effort to make 
contact with them. Offer prayer, but 
often just showing you see them will 

give them worth. Many go ignored 
because of age, colour or social 
standing. All are important to God. 

If you like excitement then there is 
ǘƘŜ Ψ¢ǊŜŀǎǳǊŜ IǳƴǘΩΦ ²Ŝ ǿƛƭƭ ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴ 
this later, but it is all about enquiring 
of God who He wants you to meet, 
talk with, and pray with. Many of us 
have had God encounters, when we 
are in the right place at the right time 
to either give or receive something 
from God. Well if we develop this gift 
we can be used by God to bless many, 
many people. 

wŜƳŜƳōŜǊΣ ƛǘΩǎ ŀƭƭ ŀōƻǳǘ IƛƳ ŀƴŘ ƴƻǘ 
about us. 

Chelmsford Community Church is a 
team based but leader led church. 

We have many teams that function 
within the church to support and 
encourage the development of 
everyone. So we have the following 
Teams ς 

Pastors Support Team ς 
Overseas Mission ς Trustees 
ς Community Group 
Leaders ς Worship Team ς 
Children and Youth Team ς 
Finance Team ς Events 
Team ς Pastoral Care Team 
ς Welcome Team ς Audio 
Team ς Prayer Ministry 

Team ς Refreshments Team 

If you need to make contact with any 
of these teams to offer or receive 
help, please contact Les Hobbs in the 
church office 07508 934 224 or email 
les@chelmsfordcommunitychurch.co.uk 

Peter Balls 
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As we look forward to another year, 
we want to see more of the same and 
to feel closeness to the Lord when we 
sing to him and about him. 
At the moment, we have 4 female 
singers, and another female about to 
start with us, but, I am always open 
to talk to people if they feel that they 
have a ministry in singing. Whether 
this be male or female, but, I must 
express that this would mean full 
commitment, and an interview 
regarding your voice and your 

Worship and Singers  

This past year has been full of lovely 
new up to date songs, a feeling of 
the Lord's presence whilst praising 
his name.  The learning between 
softness and loudness of voice. 
Resulting with the voices becoming 
more mature, and concentrating a 
lot more on the worship leader.  As a 
result, we are finding that we are 
tighter as a worship band with 
singers. 
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CCC and Mission 2011/2012 

In his letter to the church at Colossae 
tŀǳƭ ǿǊƛǘŜǎ άCƻǊ DƻŘ ƛƴ ŀƭƭ Iƛǎ 
fullness was pleased to live in Christ 
and by Him God reconciled 
everything to Himself.  He made 
peace with everything in heaven and 
on earth by means of His blood on 
ǘƘŜ ŎǊƻǎǎΦέ 

What this clearly tells us is that the 
mission of God is both cosmic and 
individual in its nature. It involves the 
whole universe and yet each one of 
us personally as well.  Therefore any 
community of Christians not involved 
in mission has somewhere lost its 
way.  God has been actively seeking 
to partner with mankind since the 
beginning, as you can read in Genesis. 

CCC is therefore committed, in word 
and deed, to bringing this great 
message of reconciliation to our 
town.  However we also believe there 
is great benefit in connecting with 
believers from other countries and 
cultures, seeking to share with them 
as they also seek to be obedient to 
the mission of God. 

For this reason we already have 
contact with the Church of Living 
Water, Izmail, Ukraine.  Over the 
years we have supported the church 
ŀƴŘ ƛǘΩǎ tŀǎǘƻǊΦ  ²ƛǘƘ ƻǳǊ ŦǳƴŘƛƴƎ 

нлмнΣ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ Ψ[ŀŘƛŜǎ 5ŀȅǎΩ 
with a speaker, including morning 
coffee on arrival and lunch, returning 
home about 4pm.  Both venues have 
attractive grounds, good food and a 
lovely peaceful atmosphere for 
prayer and reflection.  Alternatively 
ǇŜǊƘŀǇǎ ŀ ŎƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ Ψ.ǊŜŀǘƘŜΩ 
at Cambridge in October this year.  
The organisers write ΨOnce upon a 
time God dreamed a dream and in 
the dream was you.  You might have 
never known it, until now, but you 
are his masterpiece, loved, chosen 
ŀƴŘ ŎǊŜŀǘŜŘ ōȅ ŘŜǎƛƎƴ Χ ŀ ǘƻǘŀƭ ƎƛŦǘ ǘƻ 
ǘƘƛǎ ǿƻǊƭŘΦΩ I am sure whichever 
venue will be a worthwhile time for 
the ladies to spend time growing 

 

Women of Hope 

I was very disappointed to hear that 
ǘƘŜ Ψ[ŀŘƛŜǎ /ƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜΩ ƘŜƭŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ 
Lincoln church, that a number of us 
enjoyed last year, will not be 
happening this year. This was a 
special time to relax and receive 
from God, away from the everyday 
demands and jobs.   

I have made some enquiries locally at 
Mulberry House, Ongar and Pleshey 
Retreat and there are plenty of 
ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ ŦƻǊ Ψŀǿŀȅ ŘŀȅǎΩ ǘƘŜǊŜΦ  
So we are planning to spend a day at 
one of these retreats in the Spring of 

closer together, and growing closer to 
Jesus. 

I am excited about what God is going 
to do in us and through us in the 
ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ȅŜŀǊ ŀǎ ǿŜ ǎŜŜƪ ǘƻ ōǳƛƭŘ Ψŀ 
ǎǘǊƻƴƎΣ ƘŜŀƭǘƘȅΣ ǾƛōǊŀƴǘ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΩ 
locally and abroad.   

The church has had several ladies 
events based around food and social 
activities and I do not want those to 
stop but it is time now to build our 
strengths and be better equipped for 
the work that God has for the 
Women of Hope in CCC. 

Linda Balls  

support he gained a Law Degree. We 
also have an up and running micro 
finance project, which is providing 
low cost loans to aspiring bread 
winners. Recently we welcomed 
three young members of his church 
to Chelmsford. They played an active 
part in our Sunday service and it is 
hoped that they will return again.  

Covenant Blessings Church in 
Mumbai, India is a church that we 
have had a strong relationship for 10 
ȅŜŀǊǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ƭŜŀŘŜǊ ƛǎ .ŀǎƛƭ 5Ω{ƻǳȊŀ ŀƴŘ 
he and his wife Cathy visit twice a 
year.  Basil inputs the church at many 
levels and is always available for 
advice and wisdom.  CCC supports 
the church in Mumbai through their 
work with children from the slums 
and by helping to finance pastors of 
daughter churches of 
Covenant Blessing. 

This year we will be 
actively seeking other 
contacts, maybe 
closer to home, to 
make it possible for 
any church member 
who wishes to do so 
to get engaged in 
what God is doing in 
the world.  We will 
look for opportunities 
for people of all ages to get involved. 
We appreciate that travel is expensive 
and, of course, we are all expected to 

pay our own costs but the experience 
and blessing far exceeds the financial 
expense. A recent visit to Poland 
caused an increase in faith for all 
those who went. For one particular 
team member it launched a life 
mission, which is something money 
cannot buy. 

A burden particularly close to my 
heart is that of the persecuted 
church.  I will be exploring the 
possibility of assisting the work of the 
ministry of Open Doors in this area. 

²Ŝ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƴȅ ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊ ŀƎŜƴŘŀ 
apart from partnering with God and 
with His people in His purposes. 
Experience has taught us that the 
local church is best placed to know 
the needs and opportunities ς and 

the difficulties, of their 
particular country and 
community.  So we look 
to come alongside 
them.  Experience has 
also taught us that 
when engaged with 
DƻŘΩǎ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ 
way, no matter how 
much your intention 
may be to give, you 
always end up getting 
more in return. 

Steve Hook 


